7; erysipelas, 18*1. Thus it appears that in frequency of connection with defective drains diphtheria stood along with enteric fever, and was far ahead both of scarlet fever and erysipelas, so that we must either imagine that the two latter diseases fell with undue frequency upon the inhabitants of healthy houses, which is extremely unlikely, or that diphtheria occurred in large excess in houses whose drains were bad. It must be remembered also that the argument which has been bo strongly urged of late to the effect that the spread of diphtheria alongside of and almost parallel with a marked improvement in the sanitary condition of the country, is no proof that diphtheria has nothing to do withinsanitation. What the facts really seem to prove is that the extension of diphtheria coincidently with the improvement of the drains is due to the intrusion of
